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may have seen

JUFO!

Sighting left him shaken, eyes burning

MIKE MAGNER
GAZETTE STAFY WRITER

Not everyone will believe John Long's story about
the huge unidentified Mying cbject he and his (riend
saw over Banksons Lake near Lawton on the evening

of Aug. 1

f‘:ru. . all of the dozen or so pedpile he's told
about his UFO experience have taken him seriously,
Long sald last week.

The bellevers include Long's fishing buddy, Rich-
ard Jandura, whose eyes watered and burned for days
after he watched the massive UFO fly low overhead,
and members of the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON),
who are investigating the sighting.

“It’s a very credible report. Very credible,” sald

Coyne of Flushing, director of MUFON's
Michigan chapter.

What Long and Jandura claim to have seen around

10:30 p.m. that clear evening was a giant spacecraft

Jandura are convinced thelr eye Long
probiems were caused by the UFD.  whether the cralt was some

- about Lhe size of Wings Stadlum, Long sald ~ with
ammm!m.mmmwum.n
ca '

As the craft moved slowly rom the southeast to-
ward the northwest about 200 to 300 feet over the lake,
the white light in front suddenly fMashed brilllantly
and went out, Long said.

Although there were several other fishermen on the
lake, apparently none of them saw the UFO because it
moved with absolute silence, he sald. The flash of
light was beamed toward the {ront of craft, so it did
not reflect off the water, he sald.

However, Long sald, he and Jandura heard a young
boy on the shore yelling “What is it? What is 17" as
the UFO traveled slowly across the lake for about 15
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John Long, cbserver of glan! spacecrafl

ven, Long and Jandura sald they noticed a wavy pat-
tern In the air behind it, as though some type of
exhaust was being emilited,

Long, who lives in Portage and has been a supervi-
sor at Walgreen Laboratories for 10 years, sald he and
Jandura had been {ishing for about four hours before
the sighting. but had consumed no alcohol or drugs.

Shaken by Lhelr experience, Long and Jandura im-

conlacted the control tower at the Kalama-
roo County but were lold that nothing had
been seen on and no reports of anything unusual

had been received

They next notified Lthe state po-

lice post In Paw Paw. “When |

called the police, the first thing |

sald was “This is not a hoax'.”

Long sald. “The stale Lrooper was

fantastic. He calmed us down and

took the information. AL Lthe end he

sald he belleved both of us.”

He sald they have offered (o take experimental US. efpe-
I:rddmlﬂlomm clally since the lght In front was
“U we can'l explain what It ls, rwv::.n?. i
njuuhnel.ou; I's an unident)- “The said the Unit-
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Sgt. James Richardson of the
state police confirmed that Long
and Jandura made a and
that troopers went to the
Lake area to te, but found
nothing unusual no other wit-
nesses besides Long and Jandura.

“The officers thal weat down
there, they were Lalking about It
Iater, and they sald he (Long)

The troopers told Long to call the
Fedaral Aviation
Administration In Grand Rapids,
and an FAA official gave him the
phone number for the MUFON re-

ing service In Seattle, Wash.,

sald. MUFON assigned Vir-

ginta Tly of Stevensville to inves-
tigale the report.

Tilly and another MUFON field
Investigator, Dee Allan, inter-
viewed Long and Jandura about
their experience, bul so [ar have
been unable to locate any other
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